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Pastor Ponderings
In Zechariah 2:8 God says this of His people Israel - "...whoever touches you
touches the apple of my eye."
I am greatly saddened at the number of headlines from around the world
concerning the continuing rise of anti-semitism. Here are a few:
-Germany Tells Jews to Stop Wearing Skullcaps in Public (NeonNettle)
-Vandals Smashed Brooklyn Synagogue Window During Dinner (New York Post)
-Under Mayor de Blasio, NYPD Records Record "Antisemitism Crisis", 83%
increase in Hate Crime (Geller Report)
-Ukraine Mall Displays Nazi Swastika on Staircase (The Jerusalem Post)
-More than 200 Students Vote Against Approving Jewish Club at U.K. University
(Forward)
-Swastika Graffiti Prompts NYC Subway to be Taken Out of Service (Independent)
-Palestinians Broadcast Mini-Series Inciting Muslim Children to Kill Jews
(Gateway Pundit)
It is hard to fathom that this type of hatred still exists in our world, on the other
hand, tragically it is not a surprise at all. Ever since Cain let jealousy and envy lead to
hatred for his brother Abel, murderous hatred has existed.
Anger and hatred exists, not only toward Jews, but in our world it seems it is
growing in every corner. Just turn on the TV News, look at various political blogs, or view
YouTube and you can easily find someone ranting angrily about someone else. Sadly, we
may be teaching a generation that it is not ok just to disagree with one another, but it is
right to hate whoever disagrees with us, even to the point of using violent behavior toward
those people.
I am probably "preaching to the choir" with this, but just need to reiterate how
important it is for us to love one another even if, and especially if, we disagree with one
another. God created us out of love and for love, so let us love one another.
To address my opening point, whether we agree or not with all that Israel is or does,
they are the apple of God's eye and we should not ever seek their demise or stand with
those who do. We should constantly be in prayer for the peace of Jerusalem and the whole
world, because I believe they go hand in hand!
IN HIS SERVICE!
Pastor Tracy
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Breakaway Youth
-May is always one of the busiest months in the year for teens. I was pleasantly surprised that our
numbers stayed pretty steady.
Wednesday nights “ Thrive”
-Attendance is around 14-16 kids.
-We continued with the series “Walk Like a Lion - what does it look like to walk with Christ as a
teenager in 2019”
The four sessions were:
1. Be Bold
2. Be Strong
3. Be Courageous
4. Wrap Up
-On Wednesday, the 22nd, we celebrated the end of school with a swim party at the Wooten’s.
Their house has become very popular with the youth! And of course they are gracious hosts.
-Middle school and high school small groups are going well, kids are getting much more comfortable
sharing with each other as time moves on.
-With the separate men’s/women’s adult Bible studies, I encouraged TJ and Jennifer to take a break
from youth and participate in the studies, plus Elaine is teaching the women. So it’s just
Mackenzie and I, which really makes me appreciate the team that God has assembled to help me,
they are greatly missed.
Sunday School:
-Attendance runs around 5-7 kids.
-We are continuing the series on “ Encounters with Christ “ based of Tim Keller’s book. We often
think of Jesus’ time here on earth as him talking to the masses, this series focuses on the one on
one encounters with people, like the woman at the well.
Up Coming Events:
-Chattanooga food bank (date TBD)
-VBS (Last week of June)
-Summer Camp (July 8-11)
Other:
-Track at Hixson High is finished, it was a great way to connect with kids outside the church.
-The coach has asked me to help with their 7 on 7 flag football passing league at the end of July. (I
will not be helping during the regular football season)
-I continue to meet weekly with a number of other Youth Pastors in the area
-Tracy and I meet weekly to discuss/plan out the ministry here at Valleybrook
My personal goal for this summer is to come up with a CONSISTENT church and parent
communication process.
Thank you for your prayers & support.
Rog Hill

-We have had 17 participants (4 couples and 9 individuals).
-We also provided full scholarships for 7 of 13 tuitions (totaling - $807)
-We received 4 donations for these scholarships and for the leader material
-The class cost the church nothing as a result of these generous donations!

We are collecting bar soap, wash cloths, and
stick deodorant for the month of June.

CAR CRUISE IN!
We are going to host a car cruise in at the church on
Saturday , June 29th from 11am-2pm . Bring your
custom or classic car or truck and enjoy some
fellowship and "car talk." Our Youth will be selling
hamburgers and hot dogs and drinks to raise funds
for their upcoming summer trip.

ICE CREAM!!!

If you happen to see TJ and Jennifer Peck out front of the
church serving ice cream on Fridays from 6-7pm in the next
few months, join them! They came up with this great great
idea as a fun way to reach out to the community. They will be
serving free small cones to anyone who drives through. Look
for them and the signs!

Coming Soon!
&
Both start July 24th

Aug 2nd-3rd

Starts June 30th

Vacation Bible School

Coming June 22-27th (6-8:30pm)
Ages 4 through 11
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For physical healing:
-Glenna & Margie sister-in-law Betty
-Barb Buyer
-Dustin's grandmother
-Ally's family (loss of grandmother)
-Richie family (premature triplets)
-Mary Nalley's father
-Rebecca & Joe Guest
-Sloan Rankhorn's friend Sheila
-Eric Pike
-Peggy & Gary's niece Ella
-Julie Hill's mother & sister
-Davis Aston (Sam Nalley Neighbor)
-Brian and Jenny (Cindy's friends)
-Eli (Rebecca's friend)
-Karen Mayberry
-Ethan Warren
-Ann Taylor (friend of Jane Pontius)
-Tracy Russell's father
-Kelly (Tracy Russell co-worker)
-Mary Gardenhire

Taylor Bowers
Ethan Rankhorn
Art Johnson
Jim Buyer
Jaunita Fetty

Jun 6
Jun 11
Jun 12
Jun 12
Jun 19

Other requests:
-Grace Warren (future employment)
-Mary Nalley's cousin Luis (Lord's
guidance in life)
The Fetty's (business buy out)

Missionaries:
-Jack & Jill & family
-Ben & Monica Bailey (Middle East)
-Keller family (Czech Republic)

Anniversaries
This Month
Sam & Glenna Nalley
Rog & Julie Hill

Jun 15
Jun 17

Newsletter Notice:
If you have any articles or items for the newsletter, please turn them into Pastor
Tracy by the 25th of each month. His e-mail is tcedw@msn.com.
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